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cold will be cold; water remains water, and fire remains fire.
These elements cannot be changed. Don't say: Hot drives out
cold; contrary cures contrary. In medicine it should be:
Arcanum is contrary to disease, and disease is contrary to
health; the two drive each other out." 17
With his doctrine of chemical remedies Paracelsus challenged
both the Galenic system of tempers and the search for the cure-
all.
Seven arcana were known since the earliest times: iron, salt-
peter, liver of sulfur (ammonia of sulfur), sodium bicarbon-
ate, sulphuric acid, red and black pulvis Solaris (compounds of
mercury and antimony). Paracelsus widened the field of appli-
cation and generalized its theory. He added new arcana to the
list, such as flower of sulfur, calomel, blue vitriol, and several
compounds of zinc, arsenic, and lead. Zinc ointment is the only
one of his original prescriptions still in use.
No evidence supports the claim that Paracelsus was the first
to use mercury, arsenic, and antimony.18 Although it is im-
material how many arcana or which ones he introduced, this
question still divides his adulators and his critics. His apolo-
gists would have a better case, had they stressed the point on
which Paracelsus himself put so much store: He was among the
first who tried to determine scientific dosage and he was vividly
aware of the fact that his strong arcana could best be intro-
duced into the human body with digestible herbs, or even in
the form of herbs if the signature indicated them. "The right
dosis makes the difference between a poison and an arcanum."19
Others had used chemical remedies, and others again, cen-
turies later, found the correct formulas. But Paracelsus set forth
the program for research and established "chemical medicine"
as a new principle. With him, chemotherapy no longer was a